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The year 2019 was a celebration for 
the University of Agricultural Sciences and 
Veterinary Medicine of Cluj-Napoca! 150 
years ago, on November 15 1869, in a festive 
celebration, in the presence of the authorities 
and important people of the time, the gates of 
Cluj Agronomic Institute, the forerunner of 
today's Cluj Agronomy, officially opened. 
  Let us say that at that time 
Transylvania was part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, the emperor being Franz 
Joseph (1830-1916). 
In fact, the institute has always 
enjoyed the attention of the authorities, being 
visited by the emperor Franz Iosif himself in 
the autumn of 1877, expressing "complete 





It should also be mentioned that the 
institute's birth certificate was based on the 
law of education developed by one of the 
reforming ministers of that era, Jozsef József 
Eötvös (of Macedonian origin), and adopted 
in 1868.The point 8 of the project of that law 
provided that the language of teaching is the 
mother tongue of the child, a provision that 
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   The first director of the new institute 
was to be named Kodolányi Antal (1835-1910), 
who endeavored to transpose in Cluj the 
German model of the institute in 
Weihensstephan, where he had completed his 
studies. Kodolányi Antal (1869-1873) was 
followed by Lakner József (1874-1875), Vörös 
Sándor (1875-1897), Szentkirályi Ákos (1897-
1910) and Páter Béla (1910-1919). 
            At the initiative of Emperor Franz Iosif, 
in 1906, the institute is elevated to the rank of 
academy, operating under the name of the 
Academy of Agriculture Cluj-Mănăştur until 
1929. 
  After the establishment of the 
Transylvanian Union with Romania, on 
December 1, 1918, the Academy of Agriculture 
in Cluj is reorganized as a Romanian higher 
education institution, especially through the efforts of Professor Mihai Şerban, director, 
rector and dean of the Cluj Agronomy (1919-1922 and 1927-1940). 
During the time when Professor Serban was part of the Romanian delegation at 
the Paris Peace Conference, then he held different positions in the Parliament and in 
the Government of Romania and in the management of the Agriculture Academy in 
Cluj were the professors Constantin Martinovici (1919-1920 ), Alexandru Petrescu 
(1922-1925) and Marin Chiriţescu Arva (1925-1927). 
An important stage in the evolution of Agronomy of Cluj is represented by the 
period 1929-1938, in which the Academy of Agriculture is conferred the rank of 
Academy of High Agronomic Studies. This period is also marked by the presence in 
front of the institution, as rector, of Professor Mihai Şerban. 
Between 1940 and 1945, as a result of the Vienna Dictate, the Agricultural 
Academy of Cluj carried out its activity in Timisoara, under the name of the Faculty of 
Agronomy of Cluj-Timisoara, having as dean professor Ioan Safta. In 1945, the Cluj 
Agronomy returns home, with professors Alexandru Buia (1945-1947), Eugen 
Rădulescu (1947-1953) and Alexandru Climovschi (1953-1956) in the lead of the 
institution. 
From 1948 to 1958 the institution from Cluj functioned under the name of the 
Agronomic Institute, so that between 1958 and 1990 the name of the Agronomic 
Institute "Dr. Peter Groza ”. At the head of the Institute were, during this period, the 
rectors Emil Negruţiu (1956- 1975), Ioan Puia (1975-1984) and Alexandru Salontai 
(1984-1990). 
After 1990 Agronomy became, first the University of Agricultural Sciences 
and since 1995, through the diversification of the profiles and specializations, it has 
completed its name in the University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine 
Kodolányi Antal, Director,  
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Cluj-Napoca. At the management of the University were the professors Leon Sorin 
Muntean (1990-2000), Liviu Alexandru Mărghitaş (2000-2008), Doru Pamfil (2008-
2016) and Cornel Cătoi (from 2016). 
 In this paper we intend to review the personalities that were at the forefront of 




 Kodolányi Antal (b. February 16, 1835, Bátor - today a small village in 
Hungary; d. December 6, 1910). Kodolányi Antal was the first director of Alma Mater 
in Cluj-Mănăştur, which opened its doors on November 15, 1869. He was born into the 
family of an estate administrator. He followed the Agricultural Institute of 
Weihenstephan, Germany, following the model of which he would organize in 1869 
the Agronomic Institute of Cluj-Mănăștur. He then improved at Leipzig. He wrote the 
magazine Mezögazdasági üzlettan (Agricultural Business Course). He is the author of 
works on agricultural topics. 
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 Lakner József (b. 15 February 1840; d. 11 June 1889). Professor, from 1869, 
at the Agronomic Institute in Debrecen (Hungary), director of the Agronomic Institute 
in Cluj-Mănăştur (1874-1875), director of the similar institution in Kassovia (today 
Košice, Slovakia), then professor in 1883 at Magyaróvár (today Mosonmagyaróvár, 
Hungary). 
 Vörös Sándor (b. February 28, 1847, Tata, Komárom, Hungary; d. April 30, 
1918). He attended the Készthely Higher Agricultural School. Professor at Cluj-
Mănăştur, between 1870-1875, and the longest surviving director of the institute 
almost 22 years, between 1875-1897. He has been a royal councilor since 1894. He has 





published in over 16 volumes, papers on tobacco culture, agricultural associations, 
agricultural institutions, etc. 
 Szentkirályi Ákos (b. January 27, 1851, Oraviţa, Caraş-Severin; d. May 23, 
1933). Szentkirályi Ákos is one of the first 40 students of the Agronomic Institute of 
Cluj-Mănăştur, at its establishment in 1869, graduating brilliantly after 3 years. In 1881 
he became a Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Cluj, then a substitute professor 
at the Institute of Magyarovár. In 1879 he returned to Cluj-Mănăştur as a teacher and in 
1897-1910 he was director of the institute. He was part of the Administrative 
Commission of the city of Cluj and was vice-president of the literary section of the 
Agronomic Association of Transylvania. 
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 Páter Béla (b. September 4, 1860, Eperjes, Hungary; d. June 21, 1938, Cluj). 
Following are the courses of the Budapest University of Science and the Kiraly Jozsef 
Technical University (1883). In 1893 he became a professor at the Academy of 
Agriculture in Cluj. He had a significant contribution to the establishment of the first 
Laboratory for quality control of seeds (1884); founder of the Plant Improvement 
Station in Cluj; has contributed to the widening of the assortment and the exchange of 
seeds with many other countries in the world. Founder of the first Medicinal Plant 
Resort in the world (1904) and the first agro-botanical garden. Director of the 
Academy of Agriculture in Cluj (1910-1919). 
 Mihai Şerban (b. September 3, 1887, Szeged, Hungary; d. April 30, 1947, 
Cluj). Studies at the "Andrei Şaguna" College in Brasov, Faculty of Agronomy - Halle 
University, Germany, at the Commercial Academy, Vienna and the Law School in 
Zurich. He became a Doctor in Agronomy (1914) and Law (1915). He was a university 
professor at Academy of High Agronomic Studies in Cluj (until 1947). He was 
director, rector and dean (1919-1925; 1927-1940). He was in the position of Minister 
of Minorities (1933) and Undersecretary of State at the Ministry of Agriculture (1938). 
He had concerns in the field of political economy and agrarian policy. He was a 
member of the Romanian delegation at the Paris Peace Conference and the 
International Conference on Agricultural Education. Distinctions: "Star of Romania" in 
the rank of High Officer, "Crown of Romania", Agricultural Merit in the rank of 
Commander, "The White Lion" of Czechoslovakia. 
 Constantin Martinovici (b. May 14, 1882, Topolovăţu Mare, Timiş; d. March 
30, 1947). He graduated from high school in 1902 in Brasov, and then attended the 
courses of the Central School of Agriculture in Herastrau, from where he was sent as a 
scholarship holder to the Hohenheim Academy, graduating in 1905. He then attended 
the courses of Natural Sciences, Geology and Agronomy Economics at the University 
of Bonn. He worked as a teacher in agriculture schools and expert agronomist of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. After 1918 he became a professor at the Faculty of Agronomy 
in Cluj (until 1947). From June 1919 to November 1920 he runs the Academy of 
Agriculture in Cluj as rector, replacing Professor Mihai Serban, while he was part of 
the Romanian delegation to the Paris Peace Conference. It has special merits in the 
study of the rural economy, setting up, within the Academy of Agriculture, the course 
of social agronomy. 
 Marin Chiriţescu Arva (b. June 29, 1889, Izvoru, Ilfov County; d. 1935, 
Bucharest). The Higher School of Agriculture Herastrau, Bucharest; doctor in 
Agronomy, Cluj (1923); major in Agricultural Chemistry in Berlin, Germany (1914, 
1919-1920), the Agronomic Institute of the University of Königsberg and the 
Rothmasted Experimental Station in England (1927). He was a professor of agrology at 
the Academy of Agriculture in Cluj; director of the Academy of Agriculture in Cluj 
(1925-1927) and of the Academy of Agriculture in Bucharest (1933-1935). 
 Ioan Safta (b. April 21, 1897, Lower Lincioiul, Hunedoara; d. 1984, Craiova). 
He graduated the higher studies at the Academy of High Agronomic Studies Cluj 
(1923). He was the assistant of Professor Iuliu Prodan (1923 - 1925). He was director 
of the Turda School of Agriculture (1927 - 1930), then moving to the Experimental 





Station Câmpia Turzii (1930). He is pursuing a specialization at Halle University 
(Germany), where he holds his doctorate, in 1932. Between 1934 and 1948 he is 
professor at Agronomy in Cluj. Between 1940 – 1945 were he coordinates the activity 
of the institution, as dean, in exile in Timișoara. After 1948 he is part of the group of 
teachers who set the foundations of the Agronomic Institute of Craiova. It is considered 
to be a roadblock in the field of pratology and animal food production in Romania. 
 
                       
     Marin Chiriţescu Arva, Director      Ioan Safta, Dean, Faculty of Agronomy Cluj, 
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 Alexandru Buia (b. March 23, 1911, Sângeorz-Băi, Bistrița-Năsăud; d. 
October 4, 1964, Craiova). He graduated Năsăud High School, The Academy of High 
Agronomic Studies of Cluj (1934) and doctorate (1938). He was the representative of 
the Romanian student at the International Congress in Venice (1934); assistant in the 
Department of Systematic Botany of Prof. Iuliu Prodan (1934), substitute professor, 
then holder of the title of professor and rector, Cluj Institute of Agronomy (1945-
1947). He transferred to the Agronomic Institute of Craiova (1948), Vice-Rector 
(1954-1955) and Rector (1955-1961). He is the founder of the Botanical Garden in 
Craiova. 
 Eugen H. Rădulescu (b. October 13, 1904, Bordusani, Ialomiţa; d. March 2, 
1993). He graduated High School in Ploiesti (1924); higher studies at the Academy of 
High Agronomic Studies in Cluj (1924-1928) and specialization at the University of 
Halle, Germany (1930-1932), where, in 1932, he held his doctoral thesis, then in 
Munich (1936) and in Vienna (1937). He was professor (1942-1960) at the Department 
of Phytopathology, Faculty of Agriculture of Cluj. He held the position of dean (1945-
1947) and rector of the Agronomic Institute of Cluj (1947-1953). HE was founder of 
the Cluj School of Phytopathology. And he was professor (1960-1974) at the 
Agronomic Institute of Bucharest and rector (1961-1969). 
 





              
                      Alexandru Buia, Dean                   Eugen H. Rădulescu, Rector 
                    Faculty of Agronomy Cluj                               1947-1953 
   belonging to the Polytechnics of Timisoara,  
                              1945-1947  
  
            
          Emil Alexandru Negruţiu, Rector                      Ioan Puia, Rector 
1956-1975                                                1975-1984 
 
 Emil Alexandru Negruţiu (b. August 14, 1911, Petrisat, Alba; d. May 14, 
1988). Boys' High School “Sf. Vasile ”from Blaj (1928); The Academy of High 
Agronomic Studies of Cluj (1932); teacher in Timisoara (1937-1939); director of the 
Agricultural Service of the School of Agriculture, the Chamber of Agriculture of 
Timisoara (1939-1942); head of the experimental agricultural station of Banat in 
Cenad, Timis county (1942-1945); Lecturer (1943-1944), Administrative Director 
(1946-1949), Faculty of Agronomy of Cluj, Lecturer, Professor and Head of the 
Department of Mechanization and Soil Science, Faculty of Agronomy (1948-1955), 





Head of the Department of Zootechnics (1954 -1975); director, Turda Corn 
Experimental Station (1957-1962); rector, Agronomic Institute of Cluj (1956-1975); 
consulting professor (1975-1988); Awards: "The Crown of Romania"; "Agricultural 
Merit" in the rank of Knight; He initiated research on quantitative genetics and the 
populations of bulls from Transylvania; has made important contributions in the field 
of zootechnics. 
 Ioan Puia (b. September 4, 1923, Aşintiş, Mureş; d. 2003). Studies: 
Agronomic Institute of Bucharest; PhD in Agronomy, 1960. University professor, 
USAMV Cluj-Napoca; rector (1962-1974) and rector (1981-1991) of the Cluj-Napoca 
Agronomic Institute; director of the Center for Biological Research (1981-1991); 
Founded the founder of agro-ecology. Affiliation: Executive Committee of the 
European Meadow Federation (1978-1990); president of the Human-Biosfer 
subcommittee of the Romanian Academy, Cluj branch and president of the Franco-
Romanian Association for Agriculture Development (AFRODA).  
 
                 
             Alexandru Salontai, Rector                        Leon Sorin Muntean, Rector 
                              1984-1990                                                   1990-2000 
  
 Alexandru Salontai (b. February 21, 1927, Teocul de Jos, Cluj County). The 
Faculty of Agronomy of Cluj, 1953; Preparator at the Department of Social Sciences, 
“Victor Babes” University of Cluj (1951-1952); Teacher - assistant, head of works, 
lecturer, university professor, consultant professor, doctoral supervisor, Phytotechnical 
specialty. He was head of Department, (1974-1976; 1990-1997), Dean of the Faculty 
of Agriculture and Horticulture (1976-1984), rector (1984-1990), member of the 
USAMV Senate (1968-2000); SDE director (1984-2000). Director of the National 
Research Program “Hops Culture” (1972-1997). Affiliates: Soil Science Society of 
Romania, Association of Romanian Growers, Romanian Engineers Association 
(president of Cluj County Council), Plant Protection Society, Transylvania Branch, 
Romanian Association of Scientists, Society for Organic Agriculture; member of 
A.S.A.S. 





 Leon Sorin Muntean (b. March 6, 1938, Blaj, Alba). He graduated the faculty 
of Agriculture, Agronomic Institute of Cluj, 1964; specializations in Czechoslovakia, 
France, Belgium, Italy, England, Germany. He was trainer, assistant, head of 
laboratory work, lecturer, university professor, doctoral supervisor in the phytotechnics 
specialty. Rector of the USAMV Cluj-Napoca (1990-2000). Head of the Center for 
Research, Culture of Hops and Medicinal Plants, USAMV Cluj-Napoca (since 1993); 
Distinctions: “Gh. Ionescu-Siseşti ”of the Romanian Academy (1990); Doctor of 
Agricultural Science Honoris Causa, awarded by the Internationalis Studiorum 
Superiorum "Pro Deo" University of New York (1994); "Man of the Year" (1997); 
“The Commemorative Medal and the Certificate of Authenticity”, A.B.I., Board of 
International Reseach, North Carolina, U.S.A. "Citizen of honor" of the city of Blaj 
(1999). Affiliates: The Society of Agronomic Engineers of Romania (since 1990), the 
Plant Protection Society of Romania (since 1993), the Association of Hop Cultivators 
of Romania (since 1991); full member of the Romanian Academy of Sciences (1999); 
Corresponding member of the Academy of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences. 
 (ASAS, 1997; President of the ASAS Cluj-Napoca branch); president of the Society 
for Organic Agriculture (since 1993); vice president of the National Federation of 
Organic Agriculture (since 2001); Founding member of the Association for Romanian 
Literature and the Culture of the Romanian People, ASTRA The "Timotei Cipariu" 
Department in Blaj (since 1990). 
 Liviu Alexandru Mărghitaş (b. February 4, 1950, Poieni, Cluj). The 
Agronomic Institute of Cluj-Napoca; Specializations at Reashead College in England 
(1999, 2004); at universities in Italy, Germany, Austria, England, France, Belgium, 
Denmark, Croatia, Spain, Slovakia, Hungary, Portugal, United States, etc. Rector of 
USAMV Cluj-Napoca (from 2000-2008); University professor, head of the Discipline 
of the Technology of bee-keeping and serum production, Faculty of Zootechnics and 
Biotechnologies; Veterinary Medicine; Scientific Secretary of the Faculty of 
Zootechnics (1994-1996); Director - MEN Control Directorate (1983-1990); Member 
of: National Council for Diploma Equivalence (1999); National Council for Academic 
Evaluation and Accreditation - Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary 
Medicine (2000); National Council for the Certification of University Titles, Diplomas 
and Certificates - Committee on Agronomy, Horticulture, Forestry, Zootechnics 
(2003); Distinctions: "Traian Săvulescu" Prize of the Romanian Academy (2004); 
Doctor Honoris Causa of the University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary 
Medicine of Banat - Timisoara. Affiliation: Member of the Romanian Society of 
Zootechnics; Member of the Romanian Society of Agrarian History and Retrology; 
Member of the New York Academy of Sciences; President of the Cluj Branch of the 
Romanian Beekeepers Association; President of the Silk Producers Association of 
Transylvania; President of the Association of Organic Honey Producers in Romania; 









                  
     Liviu Alexandru Mărghitaş, Rector                           Doru Pamfil, Rector  





 Doru Pamfil (b. February 21, 1953, Cluj). Cluj-Napoca Agronomic Institute; 
HE was a researcher for 12 years at the Fruit Tree Research and Production Station, 
head of the Micropropagation Laboratory. Since 1988, teacher at the University of 
Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine of Cluj-Napoca: assistant, head of 
works, lecturer, and professor at the Faculty of Horticulture. He was the doctoral 
supervisor in the Genetic specialty and plant breeding. He had scholarship at 
"Fulbright" Fellow at the University of Maryland, USA and the Beltsville Institute of 
Plant Science. He has specializations in Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Germany, 
Italy, UK etc. He was Vice-Chancellor of the Faculty of Horticulture (1992-2000), 
Vice-Rector for Research (2000-2008); rector of the University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine of Cluj-Napoca, 2008-2016. Director of the 
Laboratory of Genetic Markers, Director of the Reference Laboratory for Genetically 
Modified Organisms and Director of the Knowledge Based Biotechnology Platform. 
He was trainer of school in agricultural biotechnologies by initiating the first 
agricultural biotechnology course (1990), the first doctoral school in biotechnologies 
and the first post-doctoral school in biotechnologies. He was the initiator of the 
Biodiversity Research Center and founder of the Life Sciences Research Institute in 
Cluj-Napoca. He is honorary member of the Academy of Agricultural and Forestry 
Sciences and president of the Biotechnology Section of the Academy of Agricultural 
and Forestry Sciences. He is member of the Romanian Academy and president of the 
Cluj Branch of the Romanian Academy. Distinctions: "Diploma Officier de l 'Ordre du 
Mérite Agricole", granted by the French Republic; "Certificate of Excellence - Best 
Scientist - The Club of Rectors, Oxford"; Cross of Transylvania from the Metropolis of 
Cluj, Maramureș and Sălaj. He is Senior of the Fortress - Cluj-Napoca Municipal 
Council, 2013. 





 Cornel Cătoi (b. November 10, 1966, 
Şercaia, Brasov). He graduated University of 
Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine 
Cluj-Napoca - Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 
1992; Internships in Belgium, Hungary, Italy, 
Ireland, Serbia, Germany, Austria. University 
trainer, assistant, chief of works, lecturer, 
university professor in the disciplines of 
Pathological Anatomy, Legal Medicine and 
Necropsic Diagnosis, Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, USAMV Cluj-Napoca; Doctoral 
supervisor in the field of Veterinary Medicine, 
specialization Pathological anatomy; Head of 
Department (2006-2008), Vice-Rector (2008-
2012), Dean (2012-2016), Rector of the 
USAMV Cluj-Napoca (since 2016). ASAS 
member; Member of the College of Veterinary Doctors of Romania; Member of the 
Association of Veterinary Doctors of Romania; Member of the Romanian Cellular 
Biology Society; Member of the National Society of Comparative Oncology in 
Romania; Founding member of the Institute of Comparative Medicine; Founding 
member of the Romanian Association of Wild Animal Pathology; Member of the 
Commission of Comparative Pathology of the Romanian Academy; Founding member 
of the Study Center for Biocompatibility of Natural and Synthetic Products; President 






Building of the Rectorate of Agronomy of Cluj 
 Cornel Cătoi, Rector  
since 2016 to present 
 
